[Proteoglycans (their structure, function and role in liver diseases)].
Proteoglycans are macromolecules containing a core protein to which glycosaminoglycan chains are covalently attached. The family contains several members with different structures and various functions. Some of them are elements of the extracellular matrix, while others are located to the cell surface playing important role in cell-cell and cell-extracellular matrix interactions. Present paper discusses the possible consequences of the alterations of proteoglycans observed in liver cirrhosis and liver tumors. It has to be emphasized however, that they are also involved in the pathomechanism of arteriosclerosis, Alzheimer-disease, immune diseases, arthritis, tumor progression and metastasis formation.